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Pittsburgh Brookline, Big Brothers Big Sisters and the United Way of Allegheny County’s Be A Middle 
School Mentor Program hosted a Meet & Greet at Brookline School on April 16, 2015.   Brookline is one 
of the 15 Pittsburgh Public Schools that offer the Be A Middle School Mentor Program, and this hour 
long event was designed to give the students involved in the program an  opportunity to introduce their 
parents to their mentors, have fun, and learn about community resources that will support their         
success.   

During the short program Damon Bethea, Mentoring Project Director from the United Way  welcomed 
the mentees, mentors and parents, and thanked everyone for their part in making the first year of the 
program at Brookline so successful.   Mr. Vater, Principal, thanked Ms. Rayzer, Building Champion for 
her work in coordinating details with Malissa Seman from Big Brothers Big Sisters, and the partners, 
mentors and parents for their dedication to the students. Jan Glick, Executive Director of Big Brothers 
Big Sisters thanked the United Way, staff, school, students, parents and mentors for all they do to sup-
port the program. 

Resources were available from, Duquesne, Robert Morris and Carlow Universities, as well as the      
Pittsburgh Promise, Be There, PA 2-1-1 and Magnet Programs. 

Guests had the opportunity to win one of ten prizes donated by Big Brothers Big Sisters,  the Be A     

Middle School Mentor Program, Robert Morris, Carlow and Duquesne Universities. A complimentary 

raffle ticket was given to each mentor, mentee, and their parents, and all had the chance to take part in 

an icebreaker activity to earn an extra raffle ticket.  Damon and Mr. Vater enthusiastically engaged the 

crowd as they announced the prizes to be given away.   

Big Brothers Big Sisters hosted a craft table, and all guests were encouraged to utilize the suggestion 
boxes throughout the event. 

Pittsburgh Public Schools catered the event, and guests were encouraged to take food with them, and  
the remaining food was left for the school staff to enjoy. 

Art Blackwell, mentor volunteer and volunteer photographer documented the event, and the              
photos were shared with the school principal. 

All guests received a PA 2-1-1 Southwest tote bag with information about the services that are available 
to help those who need it. 

To learn more about the Be a Middle School Mentor Program                                                     

visit unitedwaypittsburgh.org or                                                                                                                                  

contact the Program Director, Damon Bethea at Damon.Bethea@uwac.org  or 412-456-6770. 
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